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Introduction

ÅContext

ÅHSLG experts usage survey of free health 

information resources

ÅKey findings 

ÅResource categories

ÅSome interesting examples from each 

category



Setting the context

ÅGeneral snapshot

ÅIrish health sector / education sector 
practice

ÅBased on a simple, free survey



Survey

ÅWeb based

ÅCreated on surveymonkey.com

ÅLink sent to Irish HSLG mailing list

ÅLeft open for 1 week

http://www.surveymonkey.com/


Survey question

ñBased on your experience to date, please

list your key FREE relevant web resource

URLs?ò

ï respondents could list up to 10 resources



HSLG Survey Results

ÅVery informative survey response

Å17% of mailing list replied

ÅGood degree of concurrency in use

ÅTotal of 80 free web resources identified in 

the survey



Key Findings - Top 5 Results

1. PubMed

2. The Cochrane Library

3. Intute

4. Lenus

5. Trip Database

http://www.pubmed.gov/
http://www.thecochranelibrary.org/
http://www.intute.ac.uk/
http://www.lenus.ie/
http://www.tripdatabase.com/
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Blog post: ñDoes the Internet make you stupid?ò



ñPew Internet & American Life Projectò - Expert Survey



Back to our HSLG Survey - Next 5 

Results

6.  Google Scholar

7.  dohc.ie

8.  Medline Plus

9.  Free Medical Journals.com

10. BUBL Link

http://scholar.google.com/advanced_scholar_search?hl=en&as_sdt=2000
http://www.dohc.ie/
http://www.medlineplus.gov/
http://www.freemedicaljournals.com/
http://www.bubl.ac.uk/


0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

Scholar dohc.ie MP FMJ BUBL

Next 5 Free Resources Results

Usage



Google Scholar example:



PubMed example:



Interesting ñInformation-seeking behaviour of clinical 

staffò article:



ñFrequency of use of sourcesò findings:


